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Thea attended Texas A&M University where she 
graduated in 2.5 years and went on to University 
of California Los Angeles for graduate school. 
She also received scientific training at multiple 
prestigious institution such as the University of 
California San Diego, the University of Oxford, 
and Baylor College of Medicine 
 
At the age of 27, Thea received her Ph.D. from 
UCLA in Neuroscience as the youngest person in 
her class to graduate with a Ph.D. and the 
youngest member of the UCLA Tech 

Development Group Committee. She won numerous awards during her PhD and received 
more than $1M of funding from National Institute of Health, American Heart and Stroke 
association and other foundations to support her research to help study stroke patient 
recovery from stroke-associated disability 
 
An award-winning biotech entrepreneur, Thea co-founded a capital-backed biotech 
startup during her Ph.D. program. She was featured in the LA Business Journal's 20 
entrepreneurs in their 20s. 
 
During her Ph.D. program, while she appeared to have it all together from the outside—
success, accolades, and a clear cut path to an exceptionally bright future—Thea 
struggled with depression and anxiety. 
 
At the age of 15, Thea moved from Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, where she attended a 
school for the gifted, to the United States on a full-ride scholarship to one of the best 
boarding schools in the country. Throughout her studies, the pressure to perform and 
succeed, the cultural transition from Vietnam to New England, Thea suffered severe 
depression. It wasn't until decades later that she realized what she judged herself to be 
"laziness" was a mental illness. At one point in high school, she was suspended due to 
her inability to follow through with her schoolwork and academic responsibilities but this 
was due to her depression.  
 
After graduating high school, Thea went home for 2 year to care for her ill father, foregoing 
a scholarship to Stanford. 
 
Thea currently works full-time as a biotech venture capitalist in Los Angeles as the 
youngest and only female on the team. She applies her entrepreneurial experience and 
scientific expertise to evaluate companies, focusing on diversity in biotech and startup 
funding. 


