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Sean Astin has 'Stranger Things' fans shouting: What About Bob? 
Yvonne	Villarreal	

	
 
A showbiz veteran by 20, Sean Astin, now 46, became a teen star in 1985 with "The Goonies." (Christina House 
/ Los Angeles Times) 

Sean Astin does not want to take the elevator. 
It’s a Monday afternoon when Astin arrives at a downtown L.A. building for an interview. And, sensing some upward travel will be required, he 
mentions that ever since the Northeast Blackout of 2003 — in which he volunteered to help first responders in New York rescue people trapped in 
elevators — he is a stairs guy. 
But if a power outage should happen here, it’s at least comforting to know that Astin, 46, is in the building ready to spring into action. It’s even more 
comforting if you’ve binged Season 2 of “Stranger Things” since its release last week.  

Astin — known for playing 
Samwise in the “Lord of the 
Rings” trilogy, the title 
character in “Rudy” and 
Mikey in the 1985 cult 
classic “The Goonies” — 
has emerged as the MVP of 
the sophomore outing of the 
’80s-set sci-fi adventure 
series. He plays Bob 
Newby, the adorkable, mild-
mannered boyfriend of Will’s 
mom Joyce Byers (Winona 
Ryder). 
“Bob brings in an element 
that’s, hopefully, different 
than what the show’s had 
before,” the L.A. native 
says. “Kind of an optimism 
and a brightness, and that’s 
meant to complement 
what’s going on.” 
Bob Newby is the kind of 
guy who says “easy-peasy.” 
The kind of guy who calls 
his car “the Bobmobile.”  



The kind of guy who knows how to operate a JVC video camera — he works at Radio Shack, after all. The kind of guy who rents “Mr. Mom” and 
loves Kenny Rogers. The kind of guy who can stand back and recognize that a bunch of colored scribblings that snake around a home is actually a 
map of complex tunnel systems underneath Hawkins, the town he lives in. 
As Matt and Ross Duffer, the creators of the show, tell it, Bob is the “beating heart of Season 2.” Bob is someone who earns the moniker he jokingly 
gave himself: Bob Newby, Superhero. 
He’s also the guy with the most heartbreaking death of the season. 
In the penultimate episode, Bob is savagely killed by a Demo-dog, one of the ferocious creatures terrorizing the town, after volunteering to hack into 
the security system of the lab he’s trapped in with Joyce and company to help them escape to safety. They make it out. He doesn’t. 
To say that fans had a strong reaction to his demise would be putting it mildly. Hashtags such as #TeamBob and #BobNewbySuperhero have 
sprung up to commemorate the character. There’s even #JusticeforBob, with many suggesting Bob is the Barb of the second season of the drama. 
“My cousin sent me a text saying, ‘Nooooooo!,’” executive producer Shawn Levy said by phone. “No one wants Bob dead.” 
Noah Schnapp, who plays Will Byers, is in that camp. 
 
I was so mad when I found out!” Schnapp said by email. “We all loved having him around and begged the Duffer brothers to keep him.” 
If there’s any consolation, it’s that Bob lasted longer than originally intended. “He was supposed to die sooner in the season,” Levy said. “But we 
could sense that this was a character that we liked having around.” 
According to the Duffers, it was the hardest scene to write in the entire season. 
“We actually had a breakdown the night we wrote [the death] scene,” they said by email. “It just felt wrong to write. It made us feel sick. But we knew 
that, in order to raise the stakes for the final episode, we needed a low point — someone had to go. The good guys don’t always win.… Can we just 
blame George RR Martin?” 
Astin, whose recent gigs have included voice-over work on animated series such as “Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles” and “Bunnicula” and a recurring 
role on FX’s “The Strain,” had known about “Stranger Things” and how it was revered for its throwback to ’80s classics like “The Goonies.” But after 
trying an episode when it debuted, he opted not to continue. 
“Yeah, the kids are on the bikes [like ‘The Goonies’] and that’s kind of cool,” he remembers. “But, this is different ... it’s scary. I don’t like scary.” 
An email from his agent about an audition for the second season spurred him to overcome his apprehension and binge the whole first season. 
 
“I was hooked,” Astin says. 
He originally auditioned for the role of a newspaper reporter investigating Barb’s disappearance, but, he recalls, “I got home and that day [the 
Duffers] said, ‘We thought it was great, but we think there’s another part that you’re even better for.’” 
Truth be told, it almost didn’t happen. The Duffers were initially reluctant to hire Astin because they thought it might be perceived as stunt casting. 
“But ... we couldn’t shake the idea,” they said. “Sean is not just an ’80s icon, he’s a great actor and, as fans, we wanted to see more of him 
onscreen. We ran the idea by Winona, and she flipped out ... they had worked together before and she felt a real connection to him. So we cast 
him, and he brought a warmth, a sense of humor and a childlike innocence to Bob that made us want to write for him more and more.” 
For Astin, stepping into this world as an adult felt the same, and he was particularly impressed with the child actors, an experience he understands. 
These kids and their ability to become famous and stay themselves is pretty extraordinary. 
Sean Astin  

 
 “These kids and their ability to become famous and stay themselves is pretty extraordinary,” Astin continues. “When I showed up, I was a little 
curious to see whether that was organic or if that was something that was, you know, a choice to kind of put it on. And what I came away with was 
an appreciation for just how professional they are. They’re so ready. I had more scenes with Noah — and seeing him in that scene in the hospital 
and he’s freaking out because the thing is in him … watching him go there — to be at a thousand percent — was unreal.” 



Schnapp, who noted Astin offered great tips on how to access emotions and not force them before shooting that hospital scene, said he was most 
impressed with how Astin handled Bob’s death scene. 
“It’s so hard to do something like that, screaming over and over again, it rips up your throat and he was amazing,” Schnapp said. “When I saw the 
final scene and watched him die, I was upset all over again.” 

 
(L-R) - Sean Astin and Winona Ryder in a scene from "Stranger Things." (Jackson Lee Davis / Netflix) 
 
 
Astin, a self-proclaimed hero junkie, was happy to take one for the team. He wanted to play the hero, even if it meant death, mostly because he 
remembers a critical moment when he wasn’t. 
He recalls a time during the filming of “The Goonies” on the Warner Bros. lot in Burbank when Kerri Green, who played Andy, slipped and fell off the 
plank on the pirate ship. While others dove in to help her, Astin froze. 
“My legs felt like cement. I saw people going in to get her from the water and I froze. And I remember thinking, I will never have that feeling again.” 
“I said to the Duffers from the beginning, ‘Please let me do something heroic.’” Astin added. “I’m a little boy in my heart, and that’s what I want. And I 
don’t think they’ll ever go for 5 foot 7 stocky James Bond. But this is something I can do.” 
And when Astin heard that, in the final episode, an image of Bob Newby, Superhero drawn by Will is caught by the camera, it made him emotional. 
So what, in Astin’s view, does he hope people see as Bob’s superhero power? 

	
Yvonne Villarreal covers the ever-expanding television industry. She joined the Los Angeles Times in 2008 as a Metpro fellow, before moving to the Calendar section as an 
entertainment reporter. A native Angeleno, Villarreal earned her bachelor’s degree from Cal State Fullerton and her master’s degree from the Columbia School of Journalism. 
	
	



Sean Astin Knew Nothing About 'Lord Of The Rings' Once Upon A Time 
Stranger	Things'	star	Sean	Astin	thought	he	was	taking	a	role	in	'The	Phantom	Tollbooth'	when	he	accepted	the	role	of	Samwise	Gamgee. 
VIDEO:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rq9-mW6HgQE 

THE LATE SHOW WITH STEPHEN COLBERT 
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Stranger Things 2:  
Exclusive New Look At Winona Ryder And Sean Astin

 
It's October – which means this month 
we're headed back into the Upside 
Down, for another dose of Stranger 
Things. Season 2 of the hit Netflix sci-fi 
show arrives on 27 October – and in 
the new issue of Empire, on sale 
Thursday, we have eight pages of 
coverage direct from Hawkins, Indiana. 
Among our exclusives: the below 
never-before-seen image of Joyce 
Byers (Winona Ryder), visiting her son 
Will (Noah Schnapp) in hospital. 
They're joined by new character Bob 
Newby, played by bona fide Goonie 
Sean Astin. 
 
“Matt and Ross said they were really 
hesitant to hire me because of my ’80s 
cache,” reveals Sean Astin in the new 
Empire, who takes the role of kindly 
RadioShack employee Bob (“A love 
interest for Winona,” he confirms). 
“There is definitely a doff of the cap to 
that era, but it has to work on its own 
terms. Bob’s authentic and optimistic 
and responsible.”  
According to series co-creator Matt 
Duffer, they definitely did not want 
Astin’s casting to be “kitschy or self-aware”, or something that would “take you out of the world”. It was simply that, “For whatever reason, he fits in 
nicely to the cast.”  
There's plenty more on Stranger Things - including the fate of Eleven, the Demagorgon and – yes! – the dearly departed Barb in the new issue of 
Empire, on sale this Thursday. Want to get yo ur copy days before anyone else?  



 
https://www.etonline.com/why-sean-astins-stranger-things-2-role-more-stunt-casting-exclusive-89441	
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Why Sean Astin’s ‘Stranger Things 2’ Role Is More Than Stunt 
Casting (Exclusive) Stacy Lambe 

	
Longtime actor and former child star Sean Astin is not a fan of watching 
horror movies. 
“That sensation of jumping because somebody's hand comes through the 
window to grab your throat -- I don't like that,” he tells ET, which is a bit 
ironic considering he’s starring in two back-to-back horror projects 
released in October. 
First is Dead Ant, a campy film about killer ants, which Astin says is an 
homage to those ‘70s B-list horror movies like Empire of the Ants, that 
premiered at the 2017 ScreamFest in Hollywood, California. The film 
sees the actor playing an aging rocker with an insane mullet and bad 
tattoos, who doesn’t quite make it to the end. “I wish I had more time to 
play with the rest of the group,” Astin says of the cast, which includes 
Tom Arnold and Jake Busey, but he had fun playing up the Los Angeles 
music scene. “I felt strangely comfortable in that,” he adds, clarifying that 
he doesn’t shy away from any genre, particularly horror, of which he’s 
done a couple of projects like FX's The Strain and Cabin Fever: Patient 
Zero. “I respect genre filmmaking.”  

The other, perhaps more high-profile horror gig, is Stranger Things 2, which starts streaming Friday, Oct. 27 on Netflix. On the 
second season of the hit series created by the Duffer Brothers, Astin plays Bob Newby, a former schoolmate of Joyce Byers 
(Winona Ryder) and Jim Hopper (David Harbour), who now runs the Hawkins Radio Shack and dates Joyce, much to the chagrin 
of the chief of police. Oh, and he also happens to hate watching horror movies. That’s pretty much all that’s been revealed of 
Astin’s role, aside from the fact that Stranger Things producer and director Shawn Levy has dubbed him the “Barb of season 
two.” 
That title, however, may have more to do with being a potential fan-favorite than a premature death. (Of course, we don’t know 

for sure and Astin himself wouldn’t answer any direct questions about the plot. “I can’t wait until Oct. 28, when I can answer any questions,” he 
says.) But what he can tell ET is that his presence is more than stunt casting. 
While Astin’s 1985 childhood classic, The Goonies, is heavily referenced on the show, his role is more than just a tip of the hat to the nostalgic world 
Stranger Things lives in. “Of course you’re aware of it, but it has to work on its own terms, too,” he says of Bob, who also plays a part in Joyce’s 
home life with her kids, Will (Noah Schnapp) and Jonathan (Charlie Heaton). “That wouldn’t be fair to the fans of the show, if you felt like you were 
taken out of the show with something distracting.” 
 



Astin admits that first arriving on set was a bit of a “pregnant moment,” 
with a lot of anticipation surrounding his addition to an existing on-set 
family. “The goal is not to mess anything up and just do the thing as well 
as you can,” he says, adding that the entire experience was “exactly what 
it should be,” which meant putting himself in the hands of the Duffer 
Brothers. “For me, having been part of some of the biggest projects in the 
world, I know how special it is when a filmmaker or a show connects, 
when they have something original, they're working really hard and the 
audience gets it and there's that really special magic that happens.” 
Part of that magic may also have been in reconnecting with Ryder, whom 
he’s previously worked with and is a longtime friend (“She and I have a 
really strong affection for each other. She reminds me of my mom a little 
bit,” he says), as well as reliving childhood memories on set with his 
young co-stars. “The kids were definitely excited to talk about The 
Goonies and Lord of the Rings. I was excited to share with them because 
it was clear to me they were experiencing in their childhood what I had 
experienced,” recalls the Rudy star, who felt like something of a football 
coach on set. “It was like, ‘You know what? I’ve been out of the [game] 
for a while, but nobody will tell these young kids what it was like.’” 

Sean Astin and Winona Ryder in episode three of 'Stranger Things 2.'  
Netflix 
 
MORE: The 'Stranger Things 2' Trailer Is Turning Our World Upside Down -- Watch!  
While the show itself is built in a world of nostalgia, referencing not only the actor’s early films, but such classics as Alien, E.T.: the Extra-Terrestrial 
and Poltergeist, for Astin, that sentiment came in reliving those stories with his co-stars and also sharing in the moment with his three kids, who 
came to visit the Atlanta set, where season two was filmed. 
“It's amazing how my childhood and even further back comes from my kids as they discover stuff. I feel like that with Stranger Things. The Duffers, I 
don't know how much of their life they can actually remember of the 1980s, but they clearly love it enough they want to study it and wrap themselves 
in that [era],” Astin says, adding that his children have a mature understanding of his career and what it means to be on the Netflix series. “The 
show is doing for the kids today what The Goonies did for me in the mid-‘80s.” 
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What advice 'The Goonies' star Sean Astin gave 'Stranger Things' kids 
Josh	Glicksman	

	
Sean Astin knows what it’s like to be a child actor in the spotlight: When he was just 14, he starred as 
Mikey in The Goonies. Now, over three decades later, Astin is able to impart some of the wisdom he 
gained from his experience to the kids from Stranger Things. 
“For me, as an older generation now, coming into an environment where I did exactly what these kids 



are doing — and they all know it and they’re looking at me like, ‘Oh, 
tell us stories,'” he told EW. “I think the only advice that I gave them 
was just to enjoy yourself. That’s so weird. I’m blessed to have a 
unique point of view and unique perspective on stuff like that. So 
when I get to it, you know, riding a bike quickly on a set where 
there’s an adventure going on, yeah, that’s my wheelhouse, I know 
that.” 
Astin also discussed the element of nostalgia in being involved in 
another production that includes child actors as the main characters. 
Specifically, he noted his ability now to take a step back and 
appreciate all of the little things that go on during production. 
“I think I finally came to grips with being in my mid 40s acting in 
Stranger Things because I have in common that memory of all those 
cool songs and posters and couches and the window dressing,” he 
says. “It’s not my bailiwick to notice a lot when I go around, but you 
walk in and you go, ‘Oh, right. Wow! Throwback!’” 
Watch the full clip above to hear all of Astin’s comments. Stranger 
Things 2 will be available for streaming exclusively on Netflix Oct. 
27. 

VIDEO: https://players.brightcove.net/219646971/default_default/index.html?videoId=5590514885001 
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Stranger Things star Sean Astin is giving the childhood stars some on set advice 
Tammy Hughes 

 
Not many of us have seen tattoos of ourselves on other people’s bodies. 
But Lord of the Rings star Sean Astin admits that he has seen “dozens” over the years - thanks to his role in hit 1985 
movie The Goonies. The film - that saw a group of kids go in search of the mythical lost treasure of One-Eyed Willy, a 
legendary 17th-century pirate - became one the 1980s’ biggest cult hits, and he still gets mobbed at Comic Cons. 
“I have seen so many people with tattoos of me and the pirate ship,” he admits. “You hear phrases shouted out in 
airports. It’s unbelievable.” Now Sean, 46, is indulging in some 1980s nostalgia again as he joins the long-awaited 
second season of Netflix’s Stranger Things , which goes live today. Sean said he has been giving advice to the young 
- but well behaved - cast (Image: Courtesy Netflix)  
 
It’s a perfect bit of casting considering the references to his legendary film in the hit sci-fi/horror show. 
“There was no way to avoid this show,” says Sean. “Everywhere I went people would say to me, ‘This is Goonies’. 
“But I watched it and I thought, it’s not Goonies, it’s Poltergeist!” 
Sean is playing Bob Newby, who Netflix describe as a “kindhearted former nerd” - and will be the new love interest of 
Winona Ryder ’s character, Joyce. 



Sean refuses to say if there is any on-screen PDAs but gushes about long-time friend Winona. “I grew up alongside her in the industry,” he says. “I 
love her to pieces.” Sean, now a married dad-of-three of daughters, says he’s been giving the Stranger Things child stars some advice - but adds 
that Millie Bobby Brown and co are far more professional than he was at their age. “It was arresting how professional and normal they were,” he 
admits. Sean’s adult breakthrough came with The Lord of the Rings trilogy when he played Samwise Gamgee. Since then he has had roles in 50 
First Dates and the TV series 24. Despite spending a lifetime in Hollywood - his mum was actress Patty Duke - Sean remains down to earth and 
grounded. But he is obviously angry and disturbed at the revelations about Harvey Weinstein . Sean is good friends with Rose McGowan after the 
pair starred together in 1992’s Encino Man. 
 
Sean has remained tight lipped about any PDAs between him and his co-star and friend He said: “You wonder what you can do in given moments 
when you perceive someone behaving badly and there are times when you can make a stand and times when you can take action, and there are 
other times when you are totally impotent and unable to help in a situation. “I think I and thousands of other people felt that way about Harvey 
Weinstein and others. “For me the big issue is to support the women who were courageous enough to talk to the New York Times.” 
Sean added that bullying is “endemic around all of Hollywood”. He said: “There is a way in which people use fear and rage to suppress other people 
and that’s what Harvey did. He was a rage broker and I found it disgusting and abhorrent for the 25 years that I have been aware of him - and I’m 
happy that a conversation is going on. “It’s not just about Harvey, there are lots of people who do business in that way I don’t think it’s the right way 
to-do business. It creates a culture that allows for the abuse of women.”  
 

 
http://nerdist.com/stranger-things-season-2-sean-astin-barb/ 

 

Sean Astin May Be the Barb of STRANGER 
THINGS Season 2 
Kendall Ashley August 3, 2017 
 
We are getting so close to the release of the premiere of Stranger Things season 2. We all 
have tons of questions about what is to come, but Stranger Things producer and director 
Shawn Levy has promised that season 2 may a new fan fave. 
In an interview with Screen Rant, Levy called Sean Astin’s character, Bob Newby, the “Barb 
of season 2”. Bob will appear in several more episodes than Barb did (#JusticeForBarb), 
and will have a more involved role in the season’s main plot as the nerdy Radio Shack 
employee who is also dating Joyce Byers. Still, Levy called Astin’s performance 

magnificent, and he expects fans to latch on pretty quickly to the character. 
Levy told Screen Rant, “When they [the Duffers] see what an actor is capable of, they write to that. They don’t make the actor play 
what’s on the page. They often change what’s on the page to exploit everything that’s unique about that actor. They did it with Steve 
Harrington last season and this season again and they did it big time with Sean Astin who as Bob I think is going to be a Barb level fan 
favorite.” 
 
It’s good to hear Levy calling Bob a Barb-level fan fave rather than just “the new Barb”. After all, the show doesn’t really need a new 



Barb. We fell in love with Shannon Purser’s brilliant portrayal of Barb last season because she was so relatable, so unique, so 
authentic, and for a lot of us, it was like seeing ourselves onscreen. Because let’s be honest, a lot of us were (and still are) the Barbs of 
our friend group. So to create a character that is only meant to pander to fans would do them (and Barb) a disservice. 
However, Sean Astin is a great actor, and he has no trouble playing likable characters. And with Levy’s comment on the Duffers re-
writing a character to match up to what a character can do, it sounds like Bob’s character arc will be as fun to watch and as interesting 
as Steve’s was last season. It’s not clear if Bob will have the cult following that Barb did, but it does sound like the Duffers have created 
another great and exciting character that will be super fun to root for. 
Season 2 doesn’t premiere until October 27, but the Stranger Things crew is doing a season 1 weekly rewatch, starting today. So you 
can join in on the fun and spend some time with the original Barb as we get ready for the season 2 premiere! 
What do you think of the claim that we’ll love Sean Astin’s character as much as Barb? What did you find most endearing about Barb 
that you hope to see in Bob? Did you connect with another character more than Barb? Tell us your thoughts in the comments!     
Feature Image: FX 
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Stranger Things: If You Don't 
Recognize Bob, You Should Be 
Ashamed 
Andrea	Reiher	

	
Perhaps the most winsome new character on Stranger Things 
season two is Bob Newby, aka Bob the Brain. He's Joyce's so-
earnest-it-hurts new boyfriend, and he's chock-full of the greatest 
dad jokes ("I hope . . . it doesn't . . . suuuuck"). 
If you were racking your brain to try to figure out where you 
recognize Bob from, look no further — we've got all the info about 
this actor, who has appeared in some of the most iconic films of 
the past 30 years. 
Actor Sean Astin made his film debut in 1985 in The Goonies as 
Mikey Walsh, leader of the ragtag group of kids who have a 
madcap adventure searching for pirate treasure, which is why it's 
so perfect that he's now appearing on a TV show that features so 
many Goonies parallels.  
 

 



After a couple of solid but smaller movies — White Water Summer with Kevin Bacon, Memphis Belle with Matthew Modine (also now on Stranger 
Things), and Encino Man with Brendan Fraser — Astin had a breakout role in the heartwarming football movie Rudy as the titular Notre Dame 
walk-on football player.  
 
After about a decade of trying his hand at directing (earning an Oscar nomination for one live-action short film, Kangaroo Court) and appearing in a 
few movies, Astin was once again front and center when he was cast as Samwise Gamgee in Peter Jackson's Lord of the Rings trilogy. 
 
Since then, Astin has appeared in films and on TV sporadically, but he has expanded his repertoire to include voice-over work for film, TV, and 
video games. He has also gotten very involved in fighting for causes like equal rights, AIDS awareness and education, and mental-illness advocacy. 
You'll have to find out by watching season two if Astin will reprise his role for Stranger Things season three! 

 
 
http://www.refinery29.com/2017/10/178729/stranger-things-2-justice-for-bob-death-sean-astin 

Stranger Things 2 Fans Want #JusticeForBob 
Erin	Donnelly		October	29,	2017	

Photo:	Jackson	Lee	Davis/Netflix.	
Pictured:	Bob	(Sean	Astin,	right)	with	main	squeeze	Joyce	(Winona	Ryder).		
	
This	post	contains	spoilers	for	Stranger	Things	2.	Reading	on	will	reveal	plot	points	about	the	season.	
Truth	be	told,	we	knew	Bob	(Sean	Astin)	was	a	goner	the	second	he	piped	up	and	volunteered	his	services	as	
a	BASIC	software	expert	while	the	lab	was	under	siege	by	demo-dogs	in	episode	8.	Then	he	left	his	gun	
behind.	Then	he	knocked	over	a	broom.	Then	he	spent	too	much	time	marveling	at	Winona	Ryder's	face,	
giving	a	rogue	demo-dog	just	the	window	of	opportunity	it	needed	to	plow	into	this	poor,	sweet	soul.	For	his	
sake,	we	hope	heaven	has	brain-teasers,	daily	screenings	of	Mr.	Mom,	and	Kenny	Rogers	on	a	loop.	
	
If	Stranger	Things	has	taught	us	anything,	it's	that	nerdy	outcasts	who	are	smarter	than	everyone	else	come	
with	an	expiration	date.	In	season	1,	Barb	(Shannon	Purser)	was	fatally	dispatched	to	the	Upside	Down.	
Likewise,	Bob	"The	Brain"	Newby	had	just	enough	airtime	to	charm	us	with	his	puzzle-solving	abilities	and	
meta	Goonies	references	—	don't	tell	us	you	missed	the	former	Mikey's	"pirate	treasure"	quip	while	trying	to	

decode	Will's	drawings	—	before	he	too	became	a	casualty.	
	
It's	not	just	Joyce	and	the	Hawkins	branch	of	Radio	Shack	who	are	reeling	from	the	loss.	Though	Astin	told	Entertainment	Weekly	that	his	
character's	death	was	a	"satisfying	end"	given	Bob's	urge	to	be	Joyce's	hero,	some	fans	of	the	Netflix	show	aren't	having	it.	As	such,	they've	
followed	last	season's	#JusticeForBarb	movement	with	a	very	similar-sounding	#JusticeForBob	hashtag.	
	
To	quote	one	heartbroken	viewer:	"I	really	feel	like	not	enough	people	are	talking	about	Bob.	Bob,	the	sweetest	most	pure	person	who	literally	
selflessly	died	to	save	the	ones	he	loved.	HE	DESERVED	SO	MUCH	BETTER."	

 
 



http://screenrant.com/stranger-thing-season-2-sean-astin-bob-barb/ 
 
Sean Astin’s Stranger Things Character Is ‘ 
The Barb of Season 2’ 
By Matthew Erao 08.02.2017 

 
Barb may be gone, but season 2 of Stranger Things has at least one new character that could become a similar fan-favorite. When Stranger 
Things hit Netflix last year, a number of factors helped make it one of the most talked-about series of 2016. There was the talented young 
ensemble, the uniquely lovable Eleven, the eerie music and atmosphere. No one, however, could have predicted that a minor character with no real 
plot significance would emerge as one of the show’s most defining attributes. 
To be fair, much of the fandom around Barb seems to be akin to a meme. Fans were annoyed the writers didn’t bother addressing the character’s 
fate, and thus the #JusticeforBarb trend began. While the character won’t be back this season, the creators have acknowledged that Barb will get 
her sought-after justice. Even better, Barb actor Shannon Purser even landed an Emmy nomination for her small role. However, just because Barb 
is gone, doesn’t mean fans won’t have plenty of new minor characters to which they can get attached. 
 
At San Diego Comic-Con 2017, we were able to talk to the minds behind Stranger Things and find out a little more about season 2. When we spoke 
with producer/director Shawn Levy, we broached the question of whether any Barb-esque characters would win our hearts in Stranger Things 
season 2. Levy replied as follows: 
 
“Yes. It’s Sean Astin. Yeah. Sean Astin as Bob is going to be, I’m saying it, but he’s kind of going to be the Barb of Season 2. His part is 
substantially bigger. He’s in a lot of episodes. He is magnificent. And one thing the Duffers do really well is when they see what an actor is capable 
of, they write to that. They don’t make the actor play what’s on the page. They often change what’s on the page to exploit everything that’s unique 
about that actor. They did it with Steve Harrington last season and this season again and they did it big time with Sean Astin who as Bob I think is 

going to be a Barb level fan favorite.” 
 
 
We know a little about Astin’s character, but not much. Still, he continues the 
show’s trend of pulling in ’80s stars to help add to the air of nostalgia 
around Stranger Things. And while Bob will be similar to Barb in the role he 
fills, the show’s creators want to make it clear that he’s his own character. 
When we asked the Duffer Brothers about the Bob/Barb comparison, they had 
this to say: 
“It’s hard to know. I mean, we weren’t expecting the Barb phenomenon. But I 
will say he has more lines than Barb. And Sean Astin is, he’s one of those guys 
that he wasn’t initially how we were envisioning the role but, once he came on 
board and once we started seeing what he was doing with his character, he 
just changed the entire trajectory, really of some of the plot of the show and 

certainly of that character. He’s an incredibly likable guy in real life and then also hopefully in the show. I love Bob. I think other people will too. 
But Barb may have been lightning in the bottle. I don’t know. We are not with any character trying to create a new Barb. It’s a fruitless exercise.” 
With Stranger Things just a few more months away, we’ll likely start discovering more and more about the show in the coming weeks. Then again, 
the series operates with a healthy dose of mystery, so fans will probably have to wait until Halloween to learn too much. 
Stranger Things season 2 premieres October 27 on Netflix. 
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Why Stranger Things Almost Didn’t Cast Sean Astin 
Laura	Bradley	

	

 
 
If you loved Sean Astin as Bob Newby on Stranger Things, know this: for multiple reasons, his performance might never have happened. 
Yes, it’s true. As perfect a fit as Astin and the 80s-inspired drama might seem, the Duffer brothers, who created the series, had reservations about 
casting him. Would hiring the Goonies actor and erstwhile Samwise Gamgee feel a little too on the nose? 
“It wasn’t right away” after he began filming, Astin told Vanity Fair. But at some point, one of the Duffers—”take your pick which one it was, ‘cause I 
can never tell them apart”—revealed that factoid to him. Then the brother told Astin, “What we liked on the audition was that you really fit the part, 
but we didn’t want it to be a gimmick.” 

It’s a fair consideration; more than most actors, Astin—still 
probably best known for playing Samwise in the Lord of the Rings 
trilogy—has become a staple of geek cinema. As Astin joked, 
“You can’t play a hobbit if you’re not prepared to be a part of nerd 
culture.” But actually, while making Stranger Things, he 
occasionally felt “a little bit guilty” that his geek credentials didn’t 
necessarily measure up with some of the kids’, as they really did 
play Dungeons and Dragons. “I’m squatting in nerdom,” Astin said 
he thought to himself, “and at some point I’m going to be found 
out, so I might as well cop to it now.” 
That said, the actor probably deserves more nerd cred than he 
gives himself. For example, here’s the ex-hobbit recalling with no 
small amount of glee the moment he decided what Bob would be 
doing when the camera caught him at his Radio Shack job. 
“I haven’t talked about it with anybody else,” Astin said, “and I’m 
absolutely convinced that people will find this interesting.” Rather 
than pretending to be on the phone or jotting down a note, Astin 
decided Bob would be fiddling with some very appropriate Radio 
Shack merchandise. “Those needle-nose pliers and that wire,” 
Astin recalled fondly. “As far as I was concerned, that was the 
same thing as the Holy Grail.” 
A former child star himself, Astin spared no compliments when it  



 
 
 
 
 
came to his younger castmates. He was particularly effusive about his frequent scene partner Noah Schnapp, who plays Will Byers, son of Bob’s 
girlfriend, Joyce (Winona Ryder): “We’d all be chit-chatting about this or that, and then they would roll camera. And you’d watch this kid go there 
with such commitment and such specificity and such, just, soul that I was blown away . . . It felt like a real privilege to be standing next to him, 
watching him.” 
Despite the Duffers’ best intentions, Astin noted that his presence on the show is obviously a bit of a gimmick—as evidenced by jokes like Astin 
walking into a house covered in maps and asking if the group is hunting pirate’s treasure. Interestingly enough, though, he also almost played 
another character entirely. Astin initially auditioned for the part of Murray Bauman, a conspiracy theorist/journalist hired to get to the bottom of 
Barb’s disappearance. Viewers should be pleased he ended up playing Bob Newby—if nothing else, for the joy of seeing Lydia from Beetlejuice 
hanging out with Mikey from The Goonies. 
As survivors of a particular era of child stardom, it’s easy to see where his rapport with Ryder might come from. As Astin put it, “When we give each 
other a hug, it’s like a 50-year-old hug.” 
Despite Bob and Joyce’s oddball chemistry, some viewers—conditioned to expect twists on a show like Stranger Things—might initially have Bob 
pegged for a bad guy. When I alerted him to this fact, Astin joked, “I think that reveals more about you than it does about Bob.” (Touché.) 
But he also offered this fact of life from the world of TV and film: “You either have to be the bad guy or the innocent guy who dies.” And indeed, Bob 
turns out to be the latter: he dies in the season’s penultimate episode when a Demodog tears him to shreds, guts first. Noah Schnapp told V.F. that 
the cast and crew tried to lobby against Bob’s death, but to no avail. Astin had no idea his castmates had done that, but was touched to hear it: “I 
think that’s lovely.” 
For his part, Astin was resigned to his fate. But he did have one note for the writers: “Listen, if you guys decide to kill me, just please let me do 
something heroic beforehand? Because that’s what I would want to do, and I bet anybody who cares about Goonies or whatever, they’d want to see 
him do something heroic.” For the record, that wish did get granted: at the lab, Bob is able to hack into the computers and save the day before he’s 
offed. Yes, Astin was sad to say goodbye—but “what can an actor hope for besides a good death?” 
Shooting that brutal death scene was a bit of an emotional roller coaster. At first, Astin said, he “was literally giddy.” But then came the death itself. 
“You know, it’s a TV show; who cares if one of the characters doesn’t make it?” Astin said. “But, for some reason, everybody on the set, it was like 
dead man walking. You walk in and everybody’s looking at you, and you go through a whole range of emotions: ‘Guys it’s O.K. It’s O.K.’ And then 
you realize, ‘Well, maybe what’s special about a show like this is the people really care about the characters.’“ 
And then there was the practical aspect: making it look like he was being attacked by a mutant dog that wouldn’t actually exist until visual effects 
were added months later. Luckily, there was one person on hand to make the process a little easier: a Stranger Things writer Astin said is roughly 
4’10”, weighing in at roughly 100 pounds. She was tasked with jumping on Astin so that the fabric of his scrubs would crinkle more realistically. “So, 
there was a moment that was quite funny, watching this lady attack me,” Astin said. 
The silver lining? The actor got to practice his horror scream—which, he let us know, is already accomplished. “I actually think I’ve got a pretty good 
horror scream,” Astin said. “You can’t really tell in the show because [of] the music and the dogs. But if it’s just you and me and we’re walking in a 
fun house, I can scare the crap out of you.” 
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 ‘Stranger Things’ Star Sean Astin on #JusticeforBob, 
Those ‘Goonies’ Jokes, and Season 3 
Debra Birnbaum   November 3, 2017 6:29PM PT 

 
SPOILER ALERT: Do not read if you haven’t watched the entire second season of 
“Stranger Things.”  
He may have often been the punchline, but dear, sweet, nerdy Bob Newby was also the 
heart of Season 2 of “Stranger Things.” As embodied by Sean Astin, Bob brought dorky 
charm to the show, whether he was making his moves on Joyce (Winona Ryder) in a 
storage closet, recommending decidedly unhip movies and music — or offering colossally 
bad advice to Will (Noah Schnapp). 
And, yes, becoming the ultimate hero: saving the day for our beloved gang, but losing his 
own life in the process. 
Here, Astin talks to Variety about dealing with Bob’s death, those “Goonies” references, 
and what he’d like to see in Season 3. 
 
The Duffer brothers said they originally weren’t imagining you for the role. How did 
you get cast?  
[I first auditioned] for the part of the reporter [Murray Bauman, eventually played by Brett 
Gelman], the conspiracy guy hired by Barb’s family to investigate her disappearance. 
[After the audition] I got a call right away saying they thought it was fantastic, but they 
actually think you’re more right for another character, Bob. I went back the next day and 

auditioned again for 10 minutes, and then I got a call saying they loved me for it. I found out later that they did take a beat before offering it to me. They just wanted 
make sure among themselves that it wasn’t too gimmicky to hire one of the “Goonies” cast to be in their ’80s retro show. 
 
How did you feel about it? Did you think it was too gimmicky? 
I liked it. I thought it was appropriate. I don’t want to use the word instinct, but when something good happens — something big or good in my life — I have this 
sensation that it was inevitable. Anything careerwise, “Lord of the Rings,” “Rudy,” or getting married. Which is weird, because you don’t ever want to be ungrateful 
for what you have. You never know when those kind of good things are going to happen to you. But somehow as soon as they do, I instantly have the sensation 
that this is just meant to be. “Goonies” has only grown in popularity every year for 30-something years now. For some reason it just locked into people’s hearts as 
being emblematic or representative of their childhoods. So when a show comes along that is looking back at that really special time in the early ’80s — in terms of 
movie culture, what a time! — it makes total sense that some young filmmakers would want to play with that. I first heard about “Stranger Things” from people 
dressed as the characters coming up to me at conventions saying, “Hey, you have to see this show. It’s ‘Goonies.'” 
 
What did you think about “Stranger Things” when you first watched it? 
When I looked at previews of it, I thought it looked more like “Poltergeist” or some kind of a thriller, and I don’t like those kinds of movies. I’m just a softie at heart, a 
scaredy cat. Maybe it’s because I have three daughters and I’ve appropriated their fear mechanism over the last 20 years of rearing daughters. So when I got the 
email saying there was a “Stranger Things” audition, I went into my bedroom, I crawled under the covers, I turned off all of the lights, and I binged. It may have 
been my first-ever binge. I was experimenting with that feeling — Freddy Krueger, Jason, jump out and scare you. When the demogorgon was there I was terrified! 



I fell in love with all of the characters and with Eleven [Millie Bobby Brown]. Matthew Modine is an old friend and I love everything he does, and watching him as 
Papa I just thought was a tour de force. So there wasn’t even a second’s hesitation [about signing on]. Of course it’s a high-quality thing they’re going after with 
integrity and real passion and artistry, and it would be ungrateful to the universe not to just leap for joy at being invited on to another big successful franchise. 
 
And you even got to make a “Goonies” joke!  
That was funny! I was so excited because Bob was really starting to come alive in that episode. Showing up on set and looking at all of Will’s drawings of the 
house and just the production design of it, I don’t think I got the “X marks the spot” joke in the script. I was focused on other stuff. So when the kids and Winona 
ushered me over to show me the “X marks the spot” on the map, I think my reaction in the show is the same reaction I had — which is you could almost hear the 
“womp womp.” It was at a moment in the show where it hopefully didn’t take people out of it too much. But I like it. It was funny. 
 
That’s one of the joys of the show — those winks and nods to the ’80s.  
Yeah, I guess I’m one of the winks or nods. I put on my Twitter profile where you write a description about yourself: “I guess I’m meta.” Because I kept reading, “It’s 
the most meta moment: Sean Astin just did ‘Stranger Things’!” 
 
You’ve definitely arrived. 
Or gone back! (Laughs) 
 
Fans have clearly embraced Bob. Did you expect that level of response? 
The fact is they really gave Bob something spectacular to do in episode 8, where he saves the lives of all the heroes. First of all, when you come to the end of a 
season like that, if people like the show, that’s make it or break it for the emotional journey they’ve been on for seven hours. So the fact that I got to do that quite 
dramatic sequence …  It was really fun to film, just building the tension the way the Duffer brothers know how to — and having Paul Reiser, I almost wanted to call 
myself Ripley. Being in those hallways and doing those running sequences, you could just feel that it was a special thing. 
The Duffers and [director] Shawn Levy were so insistent that you have no idea how much people are going to like Bob. I’ve been around a long time, and I’ve done 
a lot of things, and sometimes things hit when you don’t realize it and sometimes things you think are going to hit don’t. The positive response to Bob has been 
heartwarming for me, but it also kind of forced me to think about what it was that they liked so much. And what I’ve kind of appreciated way more after watching 
the response is how much people want and need for there to be nice, decent people in the world. And that a stepfather or a wannabe stepdad who can come into 
your life and may be a little bit awkward but just wants to make it work — there’s no hesitation from Bob. Bob isn’t questioning where the relationship is going. Bob 
is all in. 
 
His relationship with Joyce was incredibly sweet. Where does Joyce go from here? 
I’m not sure what’s going to happen with the show going forward. I certainly was rooting for Hopper [David Harbour] and Joyce to get together in the first season. 
And when I realized I was coming on as Winona’s love interest, I was like, I’m not sure I would want to be with Winona. I would want Hopper to be with Winona! As 
a fan of the show, is the audience going to be like just get rid of that idiot because I really want to finish the romantic story between Hopper and Joyce? 
But by episode 4, I’m starting to root for me. So when Bob goes, I was like, oh, man. I was not sure that people would respond to Bob, but there are a whole lot of 
really interesting relationships going on. Eleven and Hopper. Eleven and her journey with her mother, and Eleven and her journey with her sister. And Steve and 
the four boys and Max. There’s a lot going on. So for people to take a moment to say, “Bob’s really special,” that really feels good. It feels good to have earned a 
place on the bench with the rest of the team. 
 
How did they break the news to you that Bob wasn’t going to make it? 
It was pretty clear when I got the part that Bob wasn’t going to make it. I would say, “What’s Bob’s future?,” and they would kind of look at each other and then look 
down. I was like, “I got it. Just please let him do something heroic before he goes.” You know, it’s funny: A lot of people online were thinking that Bob was going to 
be a spy for the government. But for me, there was never any doubt that Bob was just 100% pure, through and through. I can’t remember what my contract was, 
but I think it was very possible that I could have died in episode 4 or 5. So I said, “Let me do one thing that’s heroic. I don’t care what it is, even if it’s a really small, 
some contribution.” 
The Duffer brothers were really focused and intense on what they were doing, but they also had a spirit of play about them. So when Bob comes in and starts 
saying, “I love Kenny Rogers, let’s watch ‘Mr. Mom'” — that’s awesome. Those goofy things that they wrote! They were like, “You really brought Kenny Rogers to 



life.” I really do like Kenny Rogers! I can sing it right now. [Sings] “Islands in the stream, that is what we are. No one in between. How can we be wrong. Sail away 
with me. To another… “ I can do Dolly Parton’s part, too! So I think every time the moment came where they had to kill Bob, they were like, “Yeah, let’s just wait to 
the next episode.” 
 
Yes, I definitely heard from them that they delayed your death because they were having so much fun with the character and what you brought to him. 
 
There are things about what Bob does that they wrote that I didn’t necessarily get — like the Bobmobile: “Hey, you want to go for a ride in the Bobmobile?” I was 
ready to do it, but it didn’t seem as charming to me. And then you walk over to the monitor and they are just giggling at this idea of this guy saying “Bobmobile.” 
And then you deliver it, and it’s funny. And then you read these comments after it comes out, and people love the Bobmobile! So what are you going to do? 
But there are two moments that I love about Bob that I don’t really hear people talk about online. I like the scene with Will where he gives him what turns out to be 
just awful advice to stand and face the monsters of your dreams and look them head-on. That might be good for some people with their monsters, but Will’s 
monsters are slightly more aggressive. [Laughs] 
And then there’s a moment with Winona outside her shop where we’re sitting and I talk about bullies and the fact that bullies pick on people who don’t push back. 
That relationship to Will is really special in my mind, and it says a lot about a lot of things. We are living in a world right now where bullies seem to be winning at 
everything. I remember David Harbour’s speech at the SAG Awards when he talked about people who feel left out, people who feel othered and lonely in life and 
need a champion, and how he thinks that he thought that the reason people like “Stranger Things” so much was the show was a champion for them. And I feel like 
Bob gives voice to an aspect of that that is familiar to everyone. If you’re not the guy who is going to puff your chest out like a rooster and go fight somebody, our 
society discards you. You’re relegated to “We don’t salute you.” So I think it’s really, really good to give that person, the kind of normal guy, a chance to look at a 
broken woman and try to bond with her. 
 
That’s absolutely what people are responding to. Hence the #JusticeforBob campaign. But is Bob in fact dead? 
Oh, Bob is good and dead. But there’s no need for [#JusticeforBob]. Bob has justice. He died in the line of duty. Bob had a skill set equal to the moment, and he 
did his job to save his girl and her family because he knew how, so that’s it. It’s a sad, tragic death. It might be nice to have a little moment for him, but they gave 
him that, too — that little drawing that Will does of Bob Newby, Superhero. That’s a better hashtag than #JusticeforBob. Everybody knows what Bob did, and Bob 
died heroically. 
 
So you won’t be in Season 3, but what would you want to see? 
I heard Millie say something in an interview about wanting her and Max to be friends. I want to see that so badly. Steve is pretty special. It’ll be interesting to see 
what they can do now that it’s locked in that Steve is selfless, that he’s a hero. And Will has just got to have a break. It would be great if Will and Joyce got to do 
something that was nice and relaxing — like get a pedicure or something. I’ve had my time in the sun, and now I just sit back and have to wait for a year to binge 
Season 3 with the rest of the world. 
 
Did you have any advice for the kids, having been in their shoes once upon a time? 
They were looking for guidance, and that felt great. In terms of the kids, my work was with Finn [Wolfhard] and Noah [Schnapp]. With Noah we talked a little bit 
about technique. His performance in this season is Emmy-worthy as far as I’m concerned. He’s taken his place in that tradition of world-class performances by 
children. When that thing is possessing him and he’s freaking out, that’s not easy to do. 
I’m very impressed with who they are, how they approach their schoolwork, how they’re managing their friendship with each other. You know, it’s not easy. I pray 
that the values that they all seem to possess now sustain them once this whole phenomenon is over. There’s the expectation that gets created for everyone 
[which] is that they should work consistently now for the rest of their life. And that’s maybe not what’s going to happen and maybe is not the best thing for 
everybody. I just hope that as their careers ebb and flow and they choose new direction in their lives that they will just hold on. I have confidence in them and I 
care. I really care a lot about people having a similar experience to the experience I did. 
I think there’s a responsibility that performers have not to go overboard, but to be respectful of people who came before you. And then when you look at people 
coming up behind, you want to set an example. They didn’t really need to hear that much from me; they already know what they’re doing. But from now until the 
rest of time, if any of those kids want to reach out and talk to me about anything about their life and career, I’m here for them. 
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There are spoilers about 
Stranger Things 2 all over this 
article. Please proceed with that 
in mind. 
Bob Newby, the boyfriend of Joyce Byers in the second 
season of Stranger Things, is the equivalent of dad jeans 
in human form. He is unabashedly dorky but comfortable, 
someone who initially elicits snickers but also hints at the 
person all of us might turn into as we age. He’s also pretty 
awesome. 
Actually, wait. Maybe Bob Newby isn’t a pair of dad jeans 
so much as the ’80s-throwback-streaming-TV version of 
Barack Obama wearing dad jeans — a little goofy at first 
glance, but still really admirable. 
Within the context of the Stranger Things universe, Bob — 
played by Sean Astin in a role that wasn’t written for him, 

but certainly seems like it was — is also something else: He’s the Barb of Stranger Things 2. Like Barb, his social experience as a kid 
was not entirely fulfilling. (“I struggled a lot, like Will, when I was a kid, with bullies,” Bob tells Joyce. “It’s the ones like us, that don’t 
punch back, that people really take advantage of.”) He’s awkward in a way that, at first, makes you think, “Oh, this poor individual needs 
help.” Last year, Barb’s unfortunate hair, eyeglass frames, and blouse choices elicited a reaction that isn’t entirely dissimilar from the 
way I felt when Bob referred to his own car as “the Bob-mobile.” 
But much like Barb, Bob seems confident in his own judgment and in who he is. Had she lived longer and gotten past the peer pressure 
of her teen years, Barb likely would have grown up to become the kind of person Mr. Newby is: one who happily stays in for the night 
and rents Mr. Mom, thereby avoiding situations in which one might get kidnapped by Demogorgons while waiting for her best friend to 
finish having sex. The name Barb even sounds like Bob, especially if you pronounce it with a Boston accent. (I’m not sure why anyone 



would do that since Bob and Barb are/were from Indiana, but you get my point.) 
Because we spend more time with Bob than we did with Barb, we also understand that he’s great on his own, non-Barb-related terms. 
First of all, the dude is cutting-edge. He both owns and knows how to operate a JVC video camera almost a full year before Marty 
McFly and Doc Brown would get their hands on one in Back to the Future. He’s fluent in BASIC computer programming, which comes 
in handy when there’s a power outage and a Demodog invasion at Hawkins Lab. (BASIC: Who knew it could save actual lives?!) 
As implied earlier, he fully grasps the comedic greatness of Michael Keaton, and he embraces a quality vampire pun at every 
opportunity. (“I hope it doesn’t SUCK!” Ah, classic Bob.) He also knows a totally hot jam when he hears one, and yes, I am referring to 
the sizzling track “Islands in the Stream” by Kenny Rogers and Dolly Parton. You might say that digging a totally mainstream, country-
pop crossover proves that Bob is a lame middle-aged man. I say he’s just showing his appreciation for “Ghetto Supastar” 14 years 
ahead of his time. 
But perhaps what makes Bob such a lovable figure is the fact that he’s played by Sean Astin, an actor best known for playing earnest, 
unerringly optimistic characters. Astin was Rudy Ruettiger, the determined football hopeful who got into Indiana’s Notre Dame 
University against all conceivable obstacles, managed to sack a quarterback during his scant amount of playing time, and got the 
NCAA version of a standing ovation. 
Astin starred in the Lord of the Rings movies as Samwise Gamgee, the kind of hobbit who would carry his best friend Frodo on his back 
all the way up Mount Doom if he had to, and who reminded us “that there’s some good in this world, Mr. Frodo, and it’s worth fighting 
for.” 
Most relevant to Stranger Things, Astin was Mikey Walsh in The Goonies, a classic ’80s adventure in which he deciphered a map (!), 
refused to emerge from tunnels until he and his cohorts did what they set out to do (!!), and who insisted that Goonies never say die. 
The highlights on Sean Astin’s filmography are synonymous with the audacity of hope. Like I said: He’s Obama in dad jeans. 
Even if you believe that an ’80s version of Winona Ryder would never wind up with an ’80s version of Sean Astin — especially 
considering that Christian Slater at peak Christian Slater–ness was more her speed during that decade — you can’t help but root for 
their relationship because you want Bob to be happy. You want him to be happy because he seems like such a decent guy, who’s 
trying really hard to take care of Joyce and her kids. You also want him to be happy because when you look at him, you still see Rudy, 
Mikey, and Samwise. What kind of monster wants anything less than the best for that combo platter of onscreen underdogs? 
Ultimately “Bob Newby, Superhero” does emerge in full, just as we suspected he would. But unfortunately — and this is where, again, I 
say spoiler alert — that heroism leads to his tragic death in the penultimate episode of Stranger Things 2, taken out by a Demodog and 
eaten alive. Which is even more cruel and brutal than what happened to Barb. 
Bob’s harsh demise is yet another thing those two have in common, and it’s what cements his status as the Barb of the second season. 
But just as Barb will live on forever as an unexpected internet icon and nerd heroine, an icon for 2016 as much as an example of poor 
1983 fashion sense, perhaps the same will happen for Bob Newby. 
I know this much: Bob will never be forgotten, not as long as we live in a world where the word easy is nerdily, endearingly, and 
inevitably followed by the word peasy. 
 

 
	
	
 
	


