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Sean Astin Is Returning To The Big Bang Theory, Here's What He 
Told Us 
Laura	Hurley	

	
The	end	is	nigh	for	The	Big	Bang	Theory	as	the	twelfth	and	final	season	presses	on,	but	
fans	of	the	smash	hit	sitcom	shouldn't	despair	that	it's	going	to	end	on	a	whimper.	One	of	
the	most	memorable	guest	stars	from	Season	12	is	reprising	his	role	not	once	but	twice	
more	before	the	final	credits	roll.	Yes,	Sean	Astin	is	returning	to	The	Big	Bang	Theory,	and	
he	recently	chatted	with	CinemaBlend	about	what	to	expect:	
There's another one in queue, and I'm doing one more after that. So I got to do a little arc that I think is right on the 
spine, as a fan of the show from the first episode, you want to know if Sheldon's gonna get a Nobel prize. It's just 
incredible, again, as someone who's just loved every episode of the show for 12 seasons, that I got to come in to 
the end and play a part of that storyline. 
A fan of The Big Bang Theory himself, Sean Astin plays physicist Dr. Pemberton, who along with his Fermi-Lab 

colleague Dr. Campbell (played by Kal Penn) accidentally confirmed a bold new "Super Asymmetry" theory. The theory was presented in a paper penned by Sheldon and Amy, 
and the data from Pemberton and Campbell meant that Super Asymmetry could lead to a Novel Prize win. Unfortunately, there was a catch. Nobel Prizes can only be shared by 
three people, and the Fermi-Lab folks wanted to cut Amy out of the running. 
Basically, Big Bang Theory viewers who might have thought Sean Astin would play another lovable character like Bob from Stranger Things must have been surprised when Dr. 
Pemberton proved himself more than willing to cast Amy aside and focus on getting the Nobel for himself, Campbell, and Sheldon. His first episode, called "The Confirmation 
Polarization," ended with Sheldon declaring that he wouldn't ask his university to endorse him for the Nobel without Amy's name on it, but that clearly didn't mean the story was 
over. 
Sean Astin's first return to The Big Bang Theory Season 12 will be an episode called "The Laureate Accumulation" and hit the airwaves on Thursday, April 4 at 8 p.m. ET on 
CBS. No footage of the episode has released just yet, but CBS has shared some photos of what's to come. Take a look at Pemberton and Campbell mixing it up with the Big 
Bang Theory regulars, among others! 
	
Well, at least it looks like everybody will be civil enough to attend an event together! Sean Astin's first episode didn't end with Sheldon seeming like he wanted to be back with 
Pemberton any Campell any time soon, but winning a Nobel Prize has been a dream of Sheldon's for a long time, and just because he didn't want to win it without his wife 
getting credit doesn't mean he doesn't want to win for Super Asymmetry! 
Of course, Sean Astin couldn't spoil precisely what's in store for fans when he returns to The Big Bang Theory for the first of his two remaining episodes, but he did drop some 
tantalizing details about what to expect based on how his previous episode ended: 
Well, just telling you that there's two more, that's a big tease, because where it was left was we set out this kind of carrot for [Sheldon] to betray Amy, and when he left us, with 
Kal Penn and I, when he left the restaurant where we were, you weren't a hundred percent sure whether he was going to take us up on it. So he went back and said to Siebert, the 
president of the university, like, 'I won't do it, never mind.' Well, you're just like wondering, so, what's gonna happen? I'll just say that in the episode I got to do, there were three 
Nobel laureates guesting on the show. So that was pretty awesome to be able to interact with those folks. 

			



The Big Bang Theory didn't just pull out all the stops for Sean Astin and Kal Penn to play the two Fermi-Lab physicists. The show also recruited three real-life Nobel laureates to 
appear in the episode. According to the episode description, those laureates will be Kip Thorne, George Smoot, 
and Frances Arnold. Thorne is a theoretical physicist, Smoot is an astrophysicist, and Arnold is a chemical 
engineer. Fans can add them to the list of real-life scientists to have contributed to The Big Bang Theory! 
The goal in "The Laureate Accumulation" for Sheldon and Amy will be to recruit the previous laureates to their 
side rather than allow Pemberton and Campbell to get all the positive attention and support. Do they stand a 
chance of winning the Nobel Prize with both of their names attached, or will only one of them get credit and have 
to share the acclaim with two physicists who want to win through shady means? Or worse, will neither get credit? 
Only time will tell. Given that Sean Astin is slated to appear in two more episodes, fans may not want to count on 
the question of who does and doesn't win a Nobel being conclusively resolved by the end of "The Laureate 
Accumulation." Still, everyone will just have to wait and see. 
Although Sean Astin is only slated for two episodes of what remains of The Big Bang Theory, he's not leaving the 
sitcom circuit, although his new project promises to deliver more than just laughs. He stars in the upcoming 
multi-camera sitcom No Good Nick for Netflix, which premieres its first batch of episodes on Monday, April 15 

at 12:01 a.m. PT. 
Sean Astin shares the screen with Melissa Joan Hart of Sabrina the Teenage Witch fame, and they play the parents of two teenage kids who have an unexpected twist thrown 
their way when a 13-year-old by the name of Nick (short for Nicole) joins the family, not knowing that she's a "street-smart con artist." 
All things considered, his No Good Nick character sounds a lot more wholesome than his Big Bang Theory character. Perhaps he'll be a little bit more like Stranger Things' Bob 
than Big Bang's Dr. Pemberton! At least we can be pretty confident that Pemberton's fate won't involve demo-dogs like good old Bob. 
Check out Sean Astin's first return to The Big Bang Theory with "The Laureate Accumulation" on April 4 at 8 p.m. ET. Don't forget to swing by our 2019 Netflix premiere 
rundown to see all the shows in addition to No Good Nick that are on the way. 
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The Big Bang Theory Bosses Weigh In on the Series' Finale and the 
Show's Legacy 
Paulette Cohn 

 
The countdown to the end of The Big Bang Theory continues tonight with an episode in 
which Sheldon (Jim Parsons) and Amy (Mayim Bialik) try to bring Nobel laureates Kip 
Thorne, George Smoot and Frances Arnold — all who play themselves — to their side 
when competitors Pemberton (Sean Astin) and Campbell (Kal Penn) charm America on a 
publicity tour. 
Whether or not Sheldon and Amy will actually win the Nobel Prize is something that the 
show’s producers and writers aren’t revealing, but Parade.com did have a chance to talk to 
co-creator/executive producer Bill Prady, show runner/executive producer Steve Holland 
and executive producer Steve Molaro at WonderCon about their goal for the final season 
and some of their favorite series finales.  
“Our goal was not to screw it up,” Holland says. “But to end this in a way that we think is 
worthy of the 12 years that came before it and is worthy of these characters that we love so 
much and that, I think, the audiences love. I know audiences are worried about that, too, but 
for us it’s important to make sure these characters end up in a place that we’re happy with.” 
So where will they look for inspiration to get it right? 



For Prady, hands-down the best series finale ever done was The Shield, but he also enjoyed the finale of Newhart where Bob Newhart goes to bed with Mary Frann and wakes up 
in bed with Suzanne Pleshette from The Bob Newhart Show as if the whole Newhart series was a dream. 
“Along with the rest of America, I watched the finale of M*A*S*H — the rest of America who was alive then who are in their late middle age or later now,” Prady says. “I 
remember even having mixed feelings about the M*A*S*H finale at the time. I liked some of the stories in it, but not all of them. I like the finale of Star Trek: The Next 
Generation. I think that that’s a really cool finale, that ties nicely back to the pilot, is awesome and has all that timeline jumping stuff and that’s really cool.” 
As for a possible reunion show in the future, Holland says when he thinks about the characters at 50 years old, he sees them still hanging out and having dinners at each other’s 
houses and being friends. 
“I love that group dynamic,” he adds. “I hope that 10 years from now they can sit around the room and have Chinese food together and maybe by then Raj [Kunal Nayyar] can’t 
sit on the floor because his knees will be old and it will be hard.” 
It is a hope that Prady agrees with, and he should know, because Sheldon, Leonard [Johnny Galecki], Howard [Simon Helberg] and Raj to a certain extent are based on people 
that he knew when he was in the computer business. 
“The ones that I’m still in touch with, it doesn’t feel like time has passed much at all, so I think they’d kind of be in the same sort of place talking about the same sorts of things,” 
he says. 
One thing that is certain about The Big Bang Theory is that the show has had a definite impact on the culture. It is a show that made being a nerd cool and that was an inspiration 
for both men and women to go into careers in science and technology. 
“It’s a show that’s actually really pushed science to the forefront in a way that we’re really proud of,” Holland says. “We’re just comedy writers. We’re idiots who make jokes for a 
living, but the fact that we’ve actually managed to do that and push that into a conversation and maybe even move the culture in a small way is incredible.” 
For Prady, it is also about the level of acceptance the show has engendered: “The Big Bang Theory happened at a time when expressions of fandom and individuality have really 
blossomed. The ability to go out in the world and say, ‘Here’s a thing I love and I’m going to wear a T-shirt about it and I’m going to talk to you about it.’ Even by extension from 
that, here’s who I am, here’s who I love and here’s what makes me different, and the notion that difference is wonderful. I think if there’s a legacy, it would be a celebration that 
difference is wonderful.” 
The Big Bang Theory airs tonight at 8 p.m. ET/PT on CBS. 
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'Big Bang Theory' Enlists Kal Penn, Sean Astin 
January 02, 2019 10:30am PT by Lesley Goldberg 

 
With a new year comes a new Bachelor and, after the casting controversies that clouded the last Bachelorette, a spotlight is on the franchise to see how the reality dating 
competition will fare in 2019. 
Colton Underwood is the lead of the 23rd season of the veteran ABC show, which launches with a three-hour premiere Jan. 7. Underwood, a 26-year-old former NFL player, is the 
second star, after Nick Viall, to be getting a third shot on the franchise — and he's the first virgin (former Bachelor Sean Lowe was a born-again virgin), something that has been 
heavily featured in the marketing of the new cycle. 
When Underwood steps up to the Bachelor Mansion (which was damaged in the Malibu wildfires), 30 women will be vying for one of his long-stemmed red roses. One of those 
women has already had to apologize for past offensive tweets, a trend that has mired many in Hollywood in recent months, from Becca Kufrin's winner on The Bachelorette to 
director James Gunn and even the search for a 2019 Oscars host. 
"We're evolving and changing and doing the best you can, but at the end of the day, there's stuff that's going to come up and there's stuff that's going to happen," Chris Harrison 
candidly tells The Hollywood Reporter about how the show plans to tackle controversy when it arises during Underwood's season. After one of Kufrin's contestants was cast 
despite a pending sexual assault case, ABC reality chief Rob Mills said the team discovered a loophole they have since been able to correct in the background process. But 
navigating the treacherous social media waters as viewers get to know (and search for) Underwood's contestants will be a more complicated task. 



Below, in a chat with THR, Harrison discusses how The Bachelor plans to evolve in the social media era and "age of hyper political correctness," how Underwood is leaning into 
the virginity focus (for now) and why he gives the star "a lot of credit" for how he handled himself during filming. For that and more on what to expect from The Bachelor, read 
the full chat below. 
The franchise weathered social media and vetting controversies last season. As a result, the show made changes to its vetting process to hopefully not repeat what 
happened with contestant Lincoln Adim, who was convicted of sexual assault. The season was also impacted by winner Garrett Yrigoyen's social media behavior. What 
did the franchise learn from Becca Kufrin's season and change going into Colton Underwood's The Bachelor? 
I do know that measures were taken and people were hired to do some deep dives into peoples' social media and to try to cover our bases as much — as much more — as possible. 
But at the end of the day, we live in a very different world than when the show started 17 years ago. We're evolving and changing and doing the best you can. But there will be 
things that come up. You hate to be reactive; you'd love to be proactive. But you can only be so proactive. Stuff is going to happen, so you just do the best you can with the 
information you have at the time. 
The Bachelor isn't the only franchise in Hollywood to be impacted by past social media behavior. Case in point: The Oscars still don't have a host. Beyond putting more 
of an emphasis on going back through contestants' online behavior, is the approach now that you have to be ready to handle anything? 
That's all you can do. Society has become this really funny thing where we can't wait to dig something up and shine a big, bright light on it, and then stand on our moral and 
politically correct soapboxes and yell that people do better. And demand that everybody should have known everything. It's an impossibility. It's silly to expect everybody to know 
everything and know what everyone has done their entire lives. All we can do, and all people who are trying to run legitimate businesses can do, is that you do the best you can. 
You hire the best people, you are as diligent as you can possibly be, and then when things do come up — and God knows they will, because they have — you try to deal with it the 
best you can. That's all we've done and all I think any business can do in this day and age of hyper political correctness. We're all walking this bizarre, moral minefield right now. 
Some of it is just and has been a great correction. But there is also a flip side of that where there can be an overkill. 
Colton Underwood's season hasn't premiered yet and already one of his contestants, Tracy Shapoff, has had to apologize for past offensive tweets. Is an immediate 
apology the recommended step for contestants when these things happen? 
It's a case-by-case basis. There are varying degrees of what people have done and things that they've said. In these scenarios, you're dealing with the vocal minority on Twitter and 
social media. The people who are the loudest and make the most noise have the most time, and they want to spend it on this. You have to realize that you can't live for those 
people. I see the humanity of it all and I know there are real people behind a lot of these jobs and just erasing someone from the face of the Earth and moving on isn't always the 
right thing to do, either. Someone got caught up in the wrong thing in the wrong time and maybe they made a little mistake, but it's amazing to watch people just get crushed by 
this. Sometimes it's very just. Sometimes it's not. We have obviously had to deal with this on our show and so far, I think we've done a good job when things have come up. We've 
dealt with them and the way we deal with it and the way I try to demand to deal with everything is to stand up, face the music and take it head on. I always say in any situation 
throughout history that it's never exactly the act as much as it is the lie and the cover-up. That's what gets presidents, CEOs and everyone in trouble. You can always pretty much 
go back to how you parent: It's about owning up to your actions and doing the best that you can. 
Colton Underwood had his own experience with social media backlash when his casting was announced: There was a loud reaction and not all of it was great. He also 
recently deleted all of his Twitter posts. How did he handle that in the beginning of filming? 
As soon as we make a decision — and really this goes across the board, if anyone makes a major decision — what are you going to hear on Twitter? Negative. That is the world 
we live in. There were obviously naysayers, but you have to do the best you can. Colton was easily our choice. He's a great Bachelor. Jason [Tartick] and Blake [Horstmann, from 
Becca Kufrin's The Bachelorette] were really good guys and they would have been good Bachelors, too. But we can only choose one and we made the television show with Colton, 
and it's a really good show. You don't try to please those people, you just do your job and you hope they'll come around when they watch. And typically the people who scream the 
loudest are the ones who are going to tune in. 
The question going into every season is whether or not the Bachelor or Bachelorette is ready to find love. Colton experienced two TV breakups, on The Bachelorette and 
Bachelor in Paradise. At what point during filming did you realize he was ready? 
You really never know until you dive into being the Bachelor. Yes, we thought he was ready and he said all the right things and appeared to be doing the right things, but until you 
really get into the meat of it and you are emotionally pushed and challenged the way we do that, you don't know for sure. If I had to be honest, about halfway through shooting the 
season was when I truly felt like I got to know the man Colton is and felt that this guy is ready to have a relationship and take that next step. It took him opening up and really 
being vulnerable and letting himself go. It's not a foolproof system, it's not 100 percent. Even if they say they're ready, they've got to really be ready. That's part of the beauty of the 
show that I think everyone can relate to. 
You said ahead of filming that Colton's virginity would be a storyline because, how could it not be? The marketing of the season has leaned into it. How big of a role will 
his virginity play?  
There are plenty of cliches on night one as all the women arrive. He and I talk about it and then, of course, when the women get there, they make light of it. And the good thing is 
that he has a great sense of humor about it and it was pretty funny. It's been cute and it's been fun to have it as a bit of a party joke, but I am very much looking forward to getting 



past that. When I hear things on social media where people say — "It's going to drive me crazy if they beat this to death" — well, we don't. It is a storyline but it's one of many. It 
doesn't define Colton. It's not, "Hey, Colton virgin." This is Colton the Bachelor who is a good man, who is sincere and looking for the love of his life. And yes, he turns out to be a 
virgin and that is something that we have to deal with. We have some serious talks on the first night where I ask him if he is as sick and tired of this thing being such a cocktail 
joke and superficial, and he was just as sick of it as I was. It was liberating to get past that and to start getting into the show. 
Will the show handle Fantasy Suites week differently because of Colton's virginity? (Fantasy Suites are the week when the star has the option to have an overnight date, 
without cameras, with his or her finalists.) 
There was nothing different about Fantasy Suites. There are conversations that clearly need to be had once you get to that point and maybe Colton's conversations are a little deeper 
because of the situation. But these conversations always happen. It's always a moral dilemma once you get to that point in the relationship on the show. And that's one of the 
reasons I love the Fantasy Suite date card. Because it does push that envelope and that conversation you need to have. 
There's always a "most dramatic point" in the season. What can you tease about how Colton's journey compares with other recent seasons?  
There are a lot of those moments. Every season takes on the feel and personality of whoever the Bachelor or Bachelorette is, and you kind of cater the season to them. As a 
producer, it's fluid. You start a season with the same kind of ideas of how you're going to produce and work with somebody, but once you get to know them that changes. You have 
to adapt to what makes them comfortable. Colton was more of the organic feel where he was really going with the flow, so things would change on a whim. Maybe "unpredictable" 
is a good way to describe his season, where we had to wake up and go with it. He was unbelievably gracious and kind and the crew and everybody absolutely loved working for 
him. He made it super easy because I think everyone fed off his vibe. Everyone relaxed a little bit and I think you'll feel that in the show. It was a lot more laid-back and a lot more 
open. 
What can you say about how The Bachelor season ends?  
Not much! I know that people are questioning and are worried about Colton. He's a really good man. He's a gentleman; caring, loving and unbelievably generous. He's a little bit 
like [former Bachelor] Sean Lowe in that he has a self-deprecating sense of humor and is goofy at times. But at the same time, he's vulnerable. When you see such a big, strong 
guy — and he is a hulking man — break down in tears and really let it go, I had to give it up to him. It's not an easy thing to do. Whether it's negative press or talk about his 
virginity, the guy has taken a lot. He's 26 years old. I don't know if I would have been prepared to emotionally handle all the crap he's gotten. That's a lot for somebody to take and 
he's handled it like a gentleman and has not lashed out. That's not an easy thing to do when you're a competitive, proud, strong person in your 20s. So I give the guy a lot of credit. 
Do you think that Colton found what he was looking for?  
What I will say is that he did a good job. He's happy with how he did as the Bachelor, I can tell you that for sure. I don't think he has any regrets. 
You've spoken before about the lasting power of this franchise. Colton's women are on the younger side (only two contestants are over 30) and they are on par with past 
seasons in the diversity department, with slight improvement. How do you feel about this cast as this franchise heads into 2019? 
I think it's a great cast. It's a very dynamic, good group of women. Obviously, they're a huge part of this show along with Colton, so I'm excited for everyone to get to know them. 
We have a whole new cast of characters that people are going to dive into and fall in love with, and it is a really good group. I'm excited for everyone to start talking about the 
women as well. Someone else said the women are young, but Colton's 26. He's not exactly ancient. So if someone is 23 or 24, that's a year or two younger than he is and not the 
biggest difference in age. 
In terms of diversity, are there women from different backgrounds this season who seem like possible contenders to lead the next season of The Bachelorette? 
Lacey [Pemberton] and her casting department have done a great job. You'll see represented in this season women from all walks of life, from all parts of the country and with 
different ethnic backgrounds. The effort that we have made in bringing more diversity to the show and having more people represented, I think we've done a very good job of that. 
Will we continue to do better and try to do better? Of course. But I think a concerted effort was made so far. Obviously, people on social media and reporters can be the ultimate 
judge, but I'm pretty happy with the strides that have been made. People have to remember that there is also a television show and entertainment product to put out, as well as 
trying to do the best you can in those areas. The people that scream the loudest, they're not here trying to produce a show. Their livelihoods and the livelihoods of thousands of 
people don't depend on your decision. You have a job to do but then you always have a standard we'd like to uphold and I think we've done a good job and really made strides. 
Bachelor creator Mike Fleiss recently announced that longtime producer Elan Gale had left the franchise. What is it like to lose someone who has been part of the 
behind-the-scenes family? 
Elan was a big part of the show for the last decade. He is a friend of mine and I will definitely miss him on many levels. There's a side to this show that even the contestants don't 
get to see, and that's the traveling family that we have put together and adopted because we spend so much time together around the world working on this show. Elan was 
definitely a big part of that family and he's definitely going to be missed. But just like any team, the next player is waiting. There were many, many producers here before Elan and 
there's going to be many after. He was one of one thousand fingerprints that are on this show and who work really hard. There are some unbelievably talented producers who were 
working alongside him who will be moving up and they'll put their spin on the show. Change is scary and also in this business, change is good. 
There are a handful of engaged couples in the franchise right now. Are there any plans for more TV weddings?  



Hopefully we'll have more. This is something that is hard to explain, but we can't just say, "Hey, we love Ashley and Jared or Becca and Garrett, let's televise their wedding." You 
don't have the power to just throw something on TV. You have to beg ABC for the time and they have to agree, and then that has to work with the actual couple that wants to get 
married and they have to agree to terms. There's a lot that goes into it. Our love for the couple has very little to do with if their wedding can be shown on TV or not. But hopefully 
in the future we will have more and even if it's not a stand-alone special, we will have highlights. I even hope that we'll be out there at Arie and Lauren's wedding and that at least 
we can shoot some stuff and and show you highlights, or have it as a part of a special we do. 
You are officiating former Bachelor Arie Luyendyk Jr.'s wedding to Lauren Burnham. Does that mean viewers might see some footage after all?  
Maybe! I'm looking forward to it. It's going to be a good time. Televising the Bachelor and Bachelorette weddings is something that's important because, as a fan, when you're on 
this journey with everyone and you've followed them from the beginning, you want to see it through. You love these two and want to be a part of it and I get that. I get that fans are 
eager to be a part of it and we want to feed that. We want to do that as much as possible. And we'll include you as much and as often as we can. 
The 23rd season of The Bachelor with Colton Underwood launches with a three-hour premiere Monday, Jan. 7, at 8 p.m. ET on ABC. 
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The Big Bang Theory Recap: Let’s Get Physicist, Physicist 
Kim Potts   The Laureate Accumulation  Season 12 Episode 18 / Editor’s Rating 4 stars *****  

	
After	nearly	a	month	long	hiatus	for	March	Madness	business,	The	
Big	Bang	Theory	returns,	and,	prepare	your	groans,	so	does	that	
damn	super-asymmetry	plot.	
Except, wait, there’s actually some movement in the story line, though it might not 
be a positive development for Sheldon and Amy. But also, more surprisingly, it’s 
might not be Sheldon’s fault. 
In a guest star-packed episode, Ellen DeGeneres appears in a faux installment of her 
daytime talk show. Her guests: Sheldon and Amy’s wily Nobel Prize 
rivals Pemberton (Sean Astin) and Campbell (Kal Penn), who are waging a 
publicity campaign by making up spoof songs (Olivia Newton-John’s “Physical” 
becomes an ode to “Physicists”) and singing them in viral videos. 
The hucksters’ ploy to charm the public is working (hence the appearance 
on Ellen), and when it turns out that Sheldon has previously alienated many of his 
fellow scientists by, well, by being Sheldon, Shamy’s chances of nabbing the Nobel 
for themselves are looking slimmer and slimmer. 
This is, of course, particularly irksome to the couple. They know Pemberton and 
Campbell’s connection to super asymmetry is accidental. Those two, in fact, can’t 
even explain the idea (hence the diversion of the wannabe Weird Als and their poor 
parody tunes). Making the situation extra personally painful, Shamy came up with 

their project in the moments leading up to their wedding, convincing them that it is their destiny to be linked personally and professionally by super asymmetry. 
Caltech president Siebert is also invested in Shamy’s Nobel pursuit, and in an effort to sway support among the scientific community their way, he hosts a special reception to 
which Nobel laureates Kip Thorne, George Smoot, and Frances Arnold are invited. They’re all among the many who’ve been the butt of a Sheldon slight, too, and even care 
packages of cookies don’t bring them back around. Personal pleas by Shamy pals Leonard and Penny (yes, mostly by Penny) smooth things over, and the aforementioned smarty-
pantses show up at Dr. Siebert’s soiree. 



So do Pemberton and Campbell. And their smug glad-handing in this room full of luminaries, with so much on the line, proves just too much for Shamy to take. Well, for Amy to 
take. Though everyone’s concern has been focused on keeping Sheldon in line — even Sheldon himself has arranged for Leonard to alert him with a phrase (“shut up!”) when he’s 
about to make a stupid mistake — it’s Amy who loses her cool. She calls out Pemberton and Campbell as impostors in a loud rant, leaving the entire room stunned into silence. 
Will this officially doom Shamy’s shot at the award? Or will the fact that the usually calm, kind, professional scientist was driven to such an outburst serve to finally convince her 
colleagues in the larger scientific community (not to mention Nobel voters) that Sheldon and Amy are the ones who deserve credit and accolades for super asymmetry? Only five 
episodes remain before the Big Bang series finale, and there’s no doubt that this will continue to be a front burner story line. 
Meanwhile, Bernadette and Stuart consider teaming up for a professional venture of their own, when Bernie wants to turn the sweet story Howard tells baby Halley to squash her 
fear of the dark into a children’s book. Artist Stuart illustrates the tale, which revolves around Howard’s astronaut days, and how he was afraid, too. 
But sharing those details with a baby is one thing. Howard’s not so thrilled with The Frightened Little Astronaut becoming a story that’s known by babies, and more importantly 
adults, outside the Wolowitz home. Despite interest from a publisher friend of Stuart’s, Howie nixes the idea of people reading a cute tale about him being a coward, he says, 
especially when it reminds him of how much the other astronauts poked fun at him during his mission. Bernadette says it doesn’t spotlight cowardice, but that he was brave for 
going through with something that frightened him. 
This, too, ends as an unresolved story line, but here’s hoping Howard signs off on the book, and that it becomes a best seller. The reaction of a very successful Stuart is certainly a 
scenario I’d like to see play out before the series ends 
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Scoop: Coming Up on a New Episode of THE BIG BANG THEORY 
on CBS - Thursday, May 2, 2019 
TV Scoop 

 
"The Plagiarism Schism" - Kripke (John Ross Bowie) has proof that Dr. Pemberton (Sean Astin) plagiarized his thesis in college, and Sheldon and Amy 
aren't sure if they should turn him in or not. Also, Wolowitz is happily surprised to learn that Bernadette wasn't the only waitress at the Cheesecake Factory 
who had a crush on him back in the day, on THE BIG BANG THEORY, Thursday, May 2 (8:00-8:31 PM, ET/PT) on the CBS Television Network. 
Leonard and Sheldon are brilliant physicists - geniuses in the laboratory but socially challenged everywhere else. Enter beautiful, street-smart neighbor 
Penny, who aims to teach them a thing or two about life. 
Despite their on-again, off-again relationship in the past, Leonard and Penny have finally gotten married. Even Sheldon has found a female companion, 
entering into a "relationship agreement" with neurobiologist Amy Farrah Fowler, and he recently took their relationship to the next level by marrying her 

after a long courtship. 
In their free time, Leonard and Sheldon enjoy fantasy role-playing games with their ever-expanding universe of friends, including fellow scientists Koothrappali, Wolowitz and 
Wolowitz's adorable microbiologist wife, Bernadette, who is adjusting to life with their two children. 
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Big Bang Theory Video: Kal Penn and Sean Astin Geek Out Over 
Sheldon and Amy (and... John Stamos?) — WATCH 
Michael Ausiello 



 
In this week’s Big Bang Theory, Sheldon and Amy find themselves back in the room where  their wedding happened, courtesy of special guest stars Kal Penn and Sean Astin. 
As previously reported, the Designated Survivor and Stranger Things actors play a team of physicists who accidentally confirm the newlyweds’ super-asymmetry theory. 
Thursday’s episode centers on the quartet’s first face-to-face meeting and, as you can see in the exclusive sneak peek above, it’s a veritable love-fest. The only thing Astin’s Dr. 
Pemberton and Penn’s Dr. Campbell are more excited about than breaking bread with Sheldon and Amy is the imminent prospect of breathing the same air as John Stamos (it’ll 
make more sense when you watch the clip). 
However, the above preview does not give any hint of the crisis about to unfold: While Pemberton and Campbell strongly believe the breakthrough is Nobel-worthy, they balk at 
including Amy’s name in the nomination submission. 
VIDEO Penn and Astin Big debut, then tune in to the episode this Thursday (8/7c on CBS). 
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TBBT welcomes Sean Astin to give Amy and Sheldon a huge problem 
before finale Adam MillerWednesday 16 Jan 2019 9:23 am 

	
The Big Bang Theory will be welcoming actual Lord of The Rings royalty to its cast as Sean Astin – aka Samwise Gamgee – 
will make his first appearance tomorrow night. 
During The Confirmation Polarization, Astin is joined by Harold and Kumar star Kal Penn as Dr. Pemberton and Dr. 
Campbell respectively, to break news to Amy and Sheldon their asymmetry theory has been proven. 
If that doesn’t deserve a ‘Bazinga’ then, frankly, we don’t know what does. 
Only, their celebrations are short-lived as the professors try and chuck Amy off the nomination – WTF? 
Right now we don’t know how, why or what their case might be, but from first-look images to come from the episode ahead it 
appears Shamy won’t be going down without a fight. 
Astin and Penn’s cameos follow a sleuth of celebrity guest stars dashing to the sitcom for its final season, with billionaire Bill 
Gates popping up a few weeks ago, while former favourites Neil deGrasse Tyson, Keith Carradine and Christine Baranski 

have all returned to say goodbye too. 
Thankfully, there’s still a sizeable handful of episodes to go until The Big Bang Theory is wrapped up for good, but stars Jim Parsons, Kaley Cuoco and Johnny Galecki have 
already said their farewells to heroes Sheldon, Penny and Leonard. 
For a series of clips on Entertainment Weekly, Cuoco called Penny ‘the greatest character I’ll ever play’, while Johnny admitted it was ‘impossible’ to say goodbye. 
Parsons, on the other hand, seemed pretty chill because he’ll see Sheldon on syndicated repeats on the daily, which is fair. 
The Big Bang Theory airs Thursdays on CBS in the US and E4 in the UK. 
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'The Big Bang Theory' Casts 2 Big Names For Its Final Season 
By Jose Bastidas - January 2, 2019 10:35 pm 

 
The Big Bang Theory is adding two big names to the cast for the second half of its final season. 
The CBS comedy announced Wednesday that actors Kal Penn (Designated Survivor) and Sean Astin (Stranger Things) will be guest starring in an 
upcoming episode of the final season. 
Penn and Astin will play Dr. Campbell and Dr. Pemberton, respectively, a team of physicists who accidentally confirm Sheldon and Amy's super-
asymmetry theory. The air date for the episode has not been announced yet, according to The Hollywood Reporter. 
(Photo: Getty Images) 
The outlet writes the new casting helps hint at the final season storyline that newlywed couple Sheldon (Jim Parsons) and Amy (Mayim Bialik) 
have made a scientific discovery that will dramatically change their careers and lives. 
For the past few episodes the couple has been seen working diligently on their super-asymmetry theory after altering their discovery after initially 
being proven wrong. 
The casting news comes a day before Big Bang Theory kicks off the second half of their twelfth and final season, and as it remain the No. 1 comedy 
on television among total viewers. 

Penn will next reprise his Designated Survivor role on the new season of the series, which was canceled by ABC back in May, but revived by Netflix later in 2018. The actor is 
also known for roles on House, How I Met Your Mother and the Harold and Kumar franchise. 
Astin starred in season two of Netflix hit series Stranger Things and also starred in the iconic, Lord of the Rings trilogy.	
	


